
Dem. C. Sv*l«peul»s

TH RACE
under

the Hellenic Administration

• That wbhh it wants before any- 
thing. Is te assare a peace teanded 
on the principles of liberty and 
Jastice, on fbe inviolable lidellty 
to International ebligallcnsi.
THE AIHS ep THE WAR OP THE ALLIES

T H E N  S
19a a



Dem. C. Svelepoules

TH RACE
under

the Hellenic Administration

• That which it wants before any
thing. is to assure a peace founded 
on the principles of liberty and 
Jastice, on the Inviolable fidelity 
to International obligations*.
THE AIMS OF THE WAS^F THE ALLIES

A T H E N S
1 9 2 3



TransUtlon  : Eileen M. Harris

• TYPOS ■ Printing t Publishing Corporstlon. 
Sophocles t  Ir ls t id e s  s tr . ATHENS



nTbe treaties signed must 
be appiied in their entirety*.

S. PClSCASt



P R E F A C E

Bulgarians and Turks, united in a iSaintly Union*, 
thanks to the tolerance offered by the Allies, redoribled 
their efforts for some time to revise the Jreaties, to break 
the iSlalus quc* o f the Balkans, and to cause dangerous 
complications in the Near East.

Allied in the Great War to the Central Powers, they 
still continue today to act under the direction o f the 
German Agents, who work openly at Sofia, as well as at 
Constantinople and Angora.

In this intensive work, the both of them, lures just 
as well as the Bulgarians, pretend that the revision of 
the Treaties ought to constitue the programme of the lirst  
Great Conference after tlw war, in which all the States 
will participate, and ought to meet shortly at Genoa.

This point o f view is upheld by their Agents publicly, 
and in no way made a secret of •The Echo of Bulgaiia* 
quotes the Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, offi
cially, ivritten in his letter of the 2Ist of January; tin any 
case we hope that they wilt be in accord and realise the 
modifications in the Treaties that the situation cails fen .

In another part o f the Sobranie, they declare officialy: 
•Bulgaria, like all other vanquished countries, will go to 
the Conference, ivith a fixed programme to obtain a re
vision o f the Ireatiesf.

In the defense of their cause, the lurks and the Bul
garians do not hesitate to make use o f the greatest lies. 
It mattei’s not to them that these lies will soon be proved



as mck, and that their accusations will quickly fall with 
one mighty crash.

Without shame or confusion they pretend that «Bul~ 
yaria has faithfully fulfilled her obligations that she un
dertook by the Ireaty of Neuillyn. (Echo o f Bulgaria of 
the 24th of January, 1922j. To destroy this allegation, 
and thus furnish a characteristic proof of the falseness of 
these Bulgarian staletnents, it is sufficient to quote the 
following official communication o f the Inter-Allied Com
mission of Control :

Cemmaniqui de la Commission loteralliee.

f L ’Echo de Bulgarie^ du 24 Janvier public un article 
intitule: «Une fausse alerte», dans lequel il est dit que: 
<La Bulgarie a d^jd completement satisfail aux engage
ment pr4vus par les Articles 125, 120 et 127 du Traiti 
de Neuilly.

• Cette assertion n ’est exacte qu ’en ce qui concernc I'exd- 
cution des livraisons forfaitaires de bitail, privues par 
I’article 127.

>Bien que le reyle)nent des requetes des Ligations in- 
tiressies relatives d I’application des articles 125 et 120 
ait dijd  donne lieu <i des risultats importants, nombre 
de restitutions restent encore d effectuer>.

Official orators speak of 200,000 or even 400,000  
refugees, victims of the occupation of Thrace by the Hel- 
linic army. So as to judge the value of this assertion it 
is sufficient to quote the official Bulgarian statistics that 
appeared in the "Novo-Vreme^ o f the 2 lst of January, 
1922, and in }vhich they say that the total number of 
the refugees of Thrace, el Macedonia and ef Debreudja is 
1 2̂ ,3 16.

It is by resorting to lies of this sort that the Bulga
rians and Turcs, united in their •Saintly Uniont, thanks



to the tolerance of the Allies, work and concentrate their 
efforts round Ihrace, which, as the Allies have unani- 
-nouslij decided, has been returned to Greece, its Mother 
Country, and to whom, from a national point of view, it 
belonged from time itnmemorial. The Bulgarians and 
Turcs fighting against this decision as well as the >Status- 
quon of Thrace they say that nthe neu' regime o f Th -̂ace 
does not respond to the claims of Justice and Truths.

That the Greek administration in Thrace is a monu
ment of inability.

That the popul(itio)t are antagonistic to the Greek 
administration.

That the Thrace is in a state of general disorder.
And, to niake it still worse, the Bulgarians accuse the 

Greeks of commilling atrocities.
The few lines quoted above regarding the numbers of 

the refugees are sufficient to give one an idea of the lying 
accusations that are hurled daily at Greece by the Bul
garians concerning the actual situatiO)i in Thrace. Not 
onlg is it a gross injustice against the Greek Nation to 
be accused todag of tyranny and faulty administration, 
but it is also an injustice against the Thracians themsel
ves, who are noted for their love of liberty and right, and 
whom they accuse today of accepting without protest the 
bad administration of their public affairs.

It would also be an i)ijustice if one did not try to 
describe some of the civilising work accomplished by the 
Greeks, during the two years they have been in occupation 
of Thrace, and of whieJi foreigners, who have visited the 
country, speak to highly.

I  visited Thrace immediately after it was occupied by 
the Greek army, and in a series of letters and articles 
that appeared in the daily "New Greece^ I  tried to point 
out the deplorable situation in which Tlwnce was thett 
situated, and the heart-rending picture of the towns, with



their houses all deslroijed and abandoned. I  again idsited 
Thrace quite recently, and I  thinh it my duty to point 
out the situation as it is today, the different aspects of 
the tow)is, so that the reader can mahe his own compari
sons, and then draw his own conclusions.

Constantinople 3rd february, 1922.

Dem. C. Svelcpoalcs



T h r a c e

at the moment of occupation by the Greek Army.

•The Government o f France has seriou sly  decided to de
nounce the crim es of the young Turks, and leave them to the 
w o rld 's  judgm ent in the ir m onstruous determ ination to exte r
m inate a race gu ilty  in their eyes for having on ly loved pro
gress and c iv lllsatlonu.

A. 8KIANP

ciThe Bu lgarians have com mitted horrib le  c rim es; today 31 
bodies were pulled out of fhe water-.

i<Vlolations and p ilfe ring  seem to com e quite naturally to 
the Bu lgarians >.

HADJI ADII. KEY





Administration of the interior.

Tile day following the entry of the Greek troops the 
Hellenic Administration found nothing but chaos. There 
was not in Thrace then one administrative organisation. 
There simply existed a regime exercised by brute force.

This regime broke up with the disolution of the 
bands of irregular Turks and Bulgarians who had infes
ted the country. The Greek Administration found the 
country in a state of such disorder that bordered on 
anarchy or revolution. Of order there was not the smal
lest signs. People were robbed in the streets, but the 
robbers went unpunished, and they were even hired so
metimes by the Authorities themselves.

Sucli a thing as an administration did not exist. All 
feeling of safety, or of respect to people had vanished.

Justice.

It is useless to point out that under such circumstan
ces justice could not be exercised. It is well known that 
under the Ottoman Empire the laws drawn up in 1856, 
to throw dust in the eyes of Europe, remained bound in 
large volunms in the copboards of the different Mini
stries.

The best and indeed the only interpretation of the 
laws was bribery.

Public instruciion.

These were only ruins. The Greek schools had all 
been destroyed by the Bulgarians. The churches where.



the scholars liad gone to take refuge had been destroyed 
by the Turkish invasion, which followed that of the 
Bulgarians.

It is sufficient to say that not one of the members of 
this department was in his place. The taxes were collec
ted by any official, and the same contributions were so
metimes paid three times as no receipt for payment was 
given. There was no service for Postal requirements. 
Smuggling was carried on with perfect freedom.

Public works.

At its installment the Greek Administration found 
itself surrounded with great difficulties. The bad roads, 
the public buildings that had been pilfered and destroyed, 
and the communication that had got into a deplorable 
state, all cried for attention. In one word, everything 
was in a worse state than under the Turkish regime, 
ana except for a plan (such as that of 40.000 kilometres 
of roads known as the ‘ scheme of Loucheur >) there has 
never been an organised public service.

Agriculture and colonisation.

When the Greek army entered Thrace it looked like 
a desers. Here and there there were the remains of what 
had once been a flourishing village. The vast plains of 
Thrace are noted for their pastures, but were totally 
uncultivated. The vine yards, orchards, mulberry trees 
and fruit trees were all destroyed. Following a series of 
organised persecutions and deportations of its population, 
first by the Turks, then by the Bulgarians, then once 
again by the Turks, Thrace lias been completely strip



ped. Incendriaries, works of the Turks and Bulgarians 
wrought this destruction. The herds of cattle had gone, 
taken away by the thieves when they fled.

According to authentic information, 25,396 pairs of 
bulls, 14,942 horses, and 29,199  cows, as well as 400,000 
head of sheep.

The number of the burnt houses was 30,436.

Post and telegrams.

The telegraphic service was utterly disorganised, rot
ten poles and destroyed insulators were everywhere to 
be seen. The postal communications were in a ruined 
state. There were no rural postal services. The services 
of post office orders and parcels post were not working 
at all.

By reason of the bands of «Coniitadjis>, and of the 
proverbial laziness of the Turcs, the service of the P .T.T. 
was non-existent in Thrace.

Relief.

This word was unknown. Long since it had been re
placed fay the Turco-Bulgarian word 'extermination*.

Properties were destroyed. Commerce had been redu
ced to nothing. Industry was stagnate, and there was a 
complete lack of food stuffs.

Such was the aspect of Thrace at the moment of its 
occupation by the Greek troops.
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PhotographJe views of the towns of Thrace at 

the time of the entrance of the Greek Army
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TYROLOE. The arineuian school entirely destroyed by the Turks.





SULTAN-TCillFLIK. General view of the village. 
The barbarians have wiped it out even to the trees.







i .



T h r a c e  t o d a y

xSince the mcsl remcle pre
historic ages Greece has been 
Ihe leader c! civilisalien in the 
Crienln.





Interior Administration.

Today, two years after the entrance of the Greek 
troops, Thrace shows all the distinctive signs of an ac
complished administrative organisation. The Hellenic ad
ministration endeavoured to apply a system of adminis
tration as perfect as possible. It has succeeded. Six Pre
fectures and twenty two sub-Prefectures compose today 
the ^General Government* of Thrace. And more, the 
Hellenic administration has endeavoured to combine in 
its services the experience and the knowledge of admi
nistrative agents. It obtained this by making use of eve
rywhere where it was possible the native element. Today 
in the offices of the Public Service one meets Mnssel- 
men, Armenians and Israelites collaborating in complete 
comradeship with their Hellenic colleagues. Of a total 
number of 190 functionaries—ushers and domestic ser
vants not included—95 are of Thracian origin. This is a 
characteristic fact that denotes the tendency of the Hel
lenic administration to make use of the Native element. 
Thus constituted the administrative services can speak 
to the souls even of the people of Thrace.

The first effect of the re-establishment of the fun
ctioning of the administration was the consolidation of 
public order. The arbitrary limits of the Turkish admi
nistrative organs were replaced by an administration 
united by decrees and by official acts by which the at
tributions and the powers of the administrative authori
ties were definitely defined. Order and tranquility were 
re-established. The country was purged of its malefa
ctors. The criminals records which reached to hundreds 
per month were reduced in the later months from 30 to 
40 crimes, ur lawlessness in the whole of Thrace.

The Police, by its conduct, by its outward display, 
and by the elements of which it was composed, became 
worthy of its high mission in this country.



Even the Musselnien whom I have interrogated are 
surprised at the results obtained, and proclaim their ap
preciation with regard to the re-establishment of order. 
Never in the past have they been able to enjoy a tran
quility so truly perfect.

The effect of having, under the guarantees and the 
depositions of the Hellenic law, participated in the Par
liamentary elections has furnished to the population of 
Thrace a new occasion to appreciate the benefits of the 
regime which has known how to get into sympathy 
with the public ideas. Getting itself represented in Par
liament by Deputies belonging to their race the authen
tic minority have seen their rights recognised in the 
large spirit of liberalism. All the citizens, without distin
ction of race or religion, have enjoyed, on a footing of 
perfect equality, the same guarantees of voting and the 
same facilities for electing the Deputies who enjoy their 
whole confidence. There are actually in the National As
sembly in Athens 20 Musselmen, Armenian and Israe
lite Deputies of Thrace against 29 Greek, and there has 
never been any occasion for a second poll. And so as to 
allow the native Population to have a voice in what con
cerns their local affairs the Hellenic Government have 
just introduced a Statute relative to the functioning of 
local administrative Councils. This Statute provides a 
general council in the seat of the supreme Government, 
an administrative council of the area in the chief towns 
of the Prefectures, and an administrative council in the 
chief town of the sub-Prefectures. The first general 
Council has been operating since the month of june, 1920, 
offering to the supreme Government their support on 
the different questions regarding local order.

Tlie local Hellenic administration has also directed 
its attention to the self-government of the communities. 
It has occupied itself regarding the constitution of regu
lar municipal councils. It has thus given the necessary 
impulsion so that the local organisations administrated 
by themselves can, in a fashion also accomplish what



is possible, and fulfil their public mission and their so
cial tasks. The right of participation and of representa
tion of the minorities of the Municipal Councils are re
cognised in a most liberal fashion. The authentic ele
ments which compose the populations of the different 
parishes are represented not only on the Municipal coun
cils but also in the Executive authority of the parishes. 
At Andrianople, at Saranta-Ekklissies {Kirk-Kliss6), at 
Radestos (Rodosto) and in numerous localities I met past 
Mayors (or beledie-reissi) retained in their posts by the 
Hellenic administration. Again, thanks to the watchful
ness of the Hellenic administration the revenues of the 
parishes have augmented, whilst under the preceding re
gimes they were hardly sufficient for their most elemen
tary needs. Some very important sources of revenue 
have been created thanks to the application of the law 
of the country. Today all the towns possess the means 
to allow them to proceed with the execution of public 
works, and to establish services for the use of the pu
blic, that this unhappy country, which has been through 
so many vicissitudes in the past, awaited vainly for 
many centuries.

A service for public health, up to the present un
known in Thrace, has been established and is working 
quite normally. It furnishes at the expense of the Trea
sury, medicinal aid to the natives without any distinc
tion of race or religion. And more, the Hellenic admi
nistration has undertaken at its own expense the upkeep 
of the Municipal Hospitals of Andrianople, of Komotene 
(Gumuldjina), and of Radestos. It is interesting here to 
quote certain figures relative to the activities of this 
service.

The number of people who have received medical aid 
gratis in the hospital of Andrianople up to the end of 
the year ig s i is :



,_L 4-_

In Patients, 1,589 of whom there were:
G reeks.................................................... 730
Musselmen............................................. 759
Arm enians.............................................  30
Israelites................................................ 51
Foreigners.............................................  19

Out Patients, 3,997, of whom there were:
G r e e k s ................................................. i-572
Musselmen ......................................... 2.040
Armenians............................................. 18
I s r a e l it e s ............................................  365
Foreigners............................................. 2

The Hospital o f Comotem IGionuldjina) :

Patients treated up to the end of October 1921.
In Patients, 439 of whom there were:

G r e e k s .................................................  257
Musselmen............................................. 155
Armenians............................................. 13
I s r a e l it e s ............................................. 14

The Hospital o f Radestos.

Patients treated up to the end of 1921:
In Patients, 536 of whom there were:

G r e e k s ................................................. 151
Armenians........................ - . . . . 39
T u r k s ..................................................... 33
I s r a e l it e s ............................................. 7
Refugees of Ismidt {Greek, Arme

nians, and Circassians)................  306
Out Patients, 5238.
The upkeep of all these institutions of good work 

has cost the Hellenic Administration the sum of 400,000 
Drachmae per annum.

Thanks to these measures and several others the 
Hellenic Administration has been able to overcome in an 
efficient manner and stamp out «ab-ovo> all the epide-
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mics that raged in the country, especially the exanthe
matous typhus. This same assistance was rendered to 
thousands of Russian refugees, soldiers, and civilians.

It was one of the most praiseworthy manifestations of 
the social solidity. All these numbers of unfortunate peo
ple more than once, and in a manner most solemn, ex
pressed their thanks to the Hellenic Administration.

Justice.

Thrace possesses today a perfect legislation, which is 
accessable to all. It is also a legislation that is intelligi
ble to all. One has not any more to lose ones self in the 
labyrinth of the Turkish double procedure, that of the 
civil law and that of the law for the rich.

According to the legislation in force today the eccle
siastical tribunals of each community (or tribunal of the 
rich) see to it that the obligations under the interna
tional acts are, during the occupation by the military, 
maintained. The institutions of the eExcize of Tobaccos* 
formed to protect the interests of the Foreign holders of 
the Turkish Debt have also been maintained. Here are 
the Courts of Justice which w jrk today in Thrace.

I Court of Appeal, at Andrianople.
6 Tribunals of the First Instance at Andrianople, 

Saranta - Ekklissies ( Kirk - Kilisse ), Radestos, Gallipoli, 
Alexandroupolis (Dedeagatch), and Coraotene (Gumul- 
djina).

26 Justices of the Peace (in all the chief towns of the 
Prefectures and the sub-Prefectures).

Every tribunal of the First Instance comprises a cor
rectional room. Each Justice of the Peace is also a judge 
of the Tribunal of Police. The Court serves also as a 
Notary.

Besides there have been created four special notaries, 
and a special Police tribunal.

In each court of the Police there are prisons orga
nised according. to modern systems, and attached to
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which is a Dispensary and a place for Prayer for the 
Mussehnen, and a separate place for the Christians.

The Hellenic Justice, of which the impartiality is 
proverbial, works without hinderance. It inspires confi
dence to all the citizens without exception The Hellenic 
Magistrate, guided only by his conscience and by the 
law, fulfills his task without allowing himself to be in
fluenced by anything.

The Hellenic Justice does not aim at despoiling the 
parties according to the fable of La Fontaine, neither to 
destroy them. It has no other aim but the lifting up of 
the morale. The regime of the Hellenic Plenitentiary, by 
the law controlling the remission of a part of the penalty 
to the prisoners wlio give proof of repentance, and by 
the transference of the imprisonement to a pecuniary 
fine, is trying to give to society a better class of men 
in every respect. At Christmas the Hellenic administra
tion of Thrace, so as to allow the liberty of people im
prisoned for debt, paid the expenses of the costs, and 
regulated the debts themselves.

The Hellenic Court of Magistrates in Thrace is com
posed of five Councillors of the Court of Appeal, lo  Per
secutors, 33 Judges of the Tribunal of the First Instance, 
30 Justices of the Peace, plus a personnel of 300 Recor
ders, Officials, Ushers, etc.

The fees of all this personnel, comprising also the 
upkeep of the houses and prisons, as well as the expen
ses of the prisoners, cost the Hellenic State 4,000,000 
Drachmae each year.

Public Instruction.

There exists today in Thrace, fully working, 383 
schools of a Premier Class (municipal) with 47,797 scho
lars, and a staff of teachers of 850 of both sex. There 
are besides two normal first class schools, two gymna
siums and 14 secondary schools (with two first class 
gymnasiums) with 66 professors and 1904 teachers.



Thanks to the activity of the Hellenic administration 
ruins were turned into buildings of education— ruins that 
had been left by the two preceding regimes. Benches 
according to the latest rules of hygienics were made by 
the thousands, and at the same time the furnishing of 
maps and instructive pictures, and physical culture, col
lections of natural history, and other scholastic material 
were nrovided; Rooms for reading and scholastic libra
ries ar still being added.

The Premier schools are divided into 12 departments 
of teaching, allowing the Inspectors of Public Instruction 
to easily fulfil their task and to guide the teachers.

During the summer practical courses of schooling 
were organised at Andrinople, and in six other towns of 
Thrace. The number of schoolmasters and schoolmi
stresses who profitted by this was 413.

It had to besides look after the Priests, of whom the 
greater part had fallen victims to the terrible persecu
tions. The Hellenic State could not undertake all the 
expenses arising from the upkeep of these ecclesiasticals 
this, therefore, was assured by large contributions from 
the Parishes.

Regarding the ecclesiastical organisation and that of 
the scholastic regime of the minorities, here also took 
place the revealing of the civilising character and the 
spirit of truth of the Hellenic administration in Thrace. 
In spite of all the persecutions and all the calamities of 
which the Greek Church and Greek schools were victims, 
not only from the Turkish regime but from the Bulga
rian, the Hellenic administration accorded its protection 
to all establishments, religious and scholastic, of the 
mincrities. Today twenty four ^Mouftes ■ are paid by the 
Hellenic State. Subsidies were granted to the Israelite 
communities and to the Armenians for the upkeep of 
their schools. In spite of the heavy charges of these 
engagements imposed by the Treaties, the Hellenic State 
kept up at its own expense in Oriental Thrace only 157 
Primarv Mussulman schools. And more, the Hellenic



administration spent different sums for the repairing of 
the Turkish Mosques and schools. It even distributed 
gratis Islamic books to the Mussulman native children.

The sum spent during the year 1921 for instruction 
and for the payment to Religious Chiefs of the Minori
ties was 1,755,928 Drachmae, being approximatelly the 
quarter of the budget for Public Instruction, and for 
religion, which totalled about 7,755)000 Drachmae.

Regarding the Bulgarian schools, which existed under 
the Turkish rule, and of which the number was out of 
proportion with the number of the Bulgarian population 
there already after the retaking of Andrianople by the 
Turks, and following the accord Turko-Bulgarian con
cerning the voluntary exchanging of the population on 
both sides, ceased to exist owing to lack of pupils.

One knows that under the Turkish rule the Bulga
rians, depending sometimes on the help of Russia, so
metimes on that of Austria-Hungary, and especially on 
large <Bakhchich», succeeded in obtaining authority to 
open schools in localities where the Bulgarian element 
was non-existant. These schools naturally, and especially 
after the exodus of the Bulgarian element in consequence 
of the aforesaid conventions, ceased to exist from the 
day of the Bulgarian war ended. There was even a 
Bulgarian Bishop at Andrianople who remained there 
unofficially quite arbitrarily because the Ottoman Go
vernment never accorded him his rank.

Financial Services.

58

At the time that the Hellenic troops entered Thrace 
the Turks in the Financial service had deserted their 
posts. Today there are in Thrace financial services, 
which for the facillities of the public have been esta
blished in the most remote regions. The officials of this 
service are eighty per cent Thracians. Greeks, Turks, 
Israelites, and Armenians all work together in perfect 
fraternity.



An organised Customs is established on all the fron
tiers, and works perfectly. The smuggling which was 
practised not long since and went on on a large scale, 
has been repressed. The effect of this repression has 
been a notable augmentation to the receipts of not only 
the Customs, but of also the Foreign services, such 
as the Excise of Tobaccos, etc. There are actually in 
Thrace twenty seven offices for the service of the 
Treasury, and as many offices for the receipts of the 
Taxes, etc, and as many as sixty Customs offices.

From the time it was installed the Hellenic admini
stration introduced different measures regarding the 
application of taxes. These measures were established 
especially to relieve, without distinction of race, those 
who had suffered from the effects of the war. It is even 
so in Thrace today ; all those who have by some way 
or another had. their interests injured during the war 
are exempt from the payment of direct taxes, ground 
tax or tithe, contribution to the Patent, tax for the mainte
nance of roads, and the additional tax for Public 
Instruction.

The additional taxes for the cost of the war have 
been abolished for everyone. These concessions, by rea
sons of losses through the war have been accorded to 
the fanners of the Tithes. With a view to encouraging 
agriculture and rearing of cattle, franchise has been 
decreed for the leasing of cattle. And to assure the re
construction of Thrace, timber for constructional purpo
ses has complete franchise from Customs duties, and 
Forest axes. The additional centimes, especially for the 
tithe, the principal source of revenue, has been reduced 
from twelve and a half per cent to eight per cent.

The Foreign services which worked in virtue of 
rights acquired, such as the Ottoman Public Debt, and 
the Excise of Tobaccos, have been maintained, and all 
their rights arising from laws and conventions in force 
have been recognised.

_ 5 9  ,
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One ('an judge the order introduced into the working 
of the Hellenic Financial services, when one learns 
that the Public receipts which were about 25,000,000 
Drachmae during the last financial year, have this year 
attained the sum of 60,000,000.

Ottoman Public Dept.

It is important here to draw attention to the Foreign 
Services in Thrace. First of all the Public Debt. Tlie 
Hellenic Administration has given it all the force of its 
authority, and it has been maintained in spite of the 
Clause No 245 of the Treaty of Sevres according to 
which the Hellenic Administration ought to assume at 
once on occupation the control of the receipts of all the 
revenues conceeded, and of all the other said revenues, 
mortgaged or not, the guarantees and right of preemp
tion. Following an understanding with a representative 
of the Ottoman Public Debt the circulation of Ottoman 
paper money of the same value as that of the Hellenic 
Bank Notes, at the choice of the tax-payer, has been 
peermitted for the transactions between the Agents of the 
Ottoman Public Debt and the Tax-payers, like that which 
was in .\lsace-Lorraine, and at Bessarabia.

Society of Excise of Ottoman Tobaccos.

From the first hour of its occupation the Hellenic 
Administration accorded to this Institution all the strength 
of its support and its State protection as foreseen by the 
Convention. Thus today also under the Hellenic regime 
the Society of the Monopoly of the Excise for Tobaccos 
imports and exports its tobaccos with full franchise of 
Customs. And more, the judicial authorities and the Hel
lenic Police have given all their assistance to suppress 
smuggling. This assistance has been so effective that in 
comparison with the previous years the receipts from 
the Excise show an especially large augmentation.



The SociBiy of Oriental Railways.

Since the month of July 1920 a Customs Convention 
has been conceded to the Society for Occidental Thrace. 
In accordance with this convention the Society has the 
privilege of full Customs franchise for its material and 
for its personal requirements.

In spite of it concerning only Thrace Occidental, this 
convention has been extended to Thrace Oriental also.

Society of Monopoly of Salt of Occidental Thrace.

This Society was formed hy the Inter-Allied regime 
of Thrace Occidental in violation of the rights of the 
people. It was nullified by the fact that the state which 
occupies a country militarily has not the right to create 
measures of a permanent character, that is to say, mea
sures of which the effect will spread beyond the term 
of its occupa ion.

It can only apply provisionary measures tending 
directly or indirectly to safeguard the interests of the 
country. Further at the moment of the occupation this 
Society was caught in a flagrant violation of the clauses 
of this convention. It sold salt at four levas the kilo
gramme instead of three. It declared for having done 
this to have had the consent of the Central Commission 
of Finance of Occidental Thrace, instituted in virtue of 
Clause No 5 on the arrest of General Charpy the first 
of April 1920, under No 29, which was composed of the 
Minister of Finance and the President of the Central 
Commission of Finance of Occidental Thrace. As, howe
ver, it had not in reality obtained this consent it pre
tended that it had the right to increase the price of the 
salt in virtue of clause 19, of the Convention and No 5 
of the additional Protocol, because the difference of the 
exchange of the leva fixed originally at i .  5. in respect 
of the franc had diminished more than fifteen per cent. 
Now by the same terms of the articles it appealed to.
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the price could not be raised without the consent of the 
Government, who alone had the right to increase the cost.

The Society had besides violated the convention 
regarding the terms of Article lo , whereby it ought to 
be constituted independently of any other Company with 
a view to specially exploit the monopoly of salt in Occi
dental Thrace. But this article remained always a dead- 
letter. In view of its violations, the Society in question 
subsisted and worked always under the Hellenic admi
nistration.

Public Works.

Under the auspices of the Hellenic administration 
there is actually in Thrace an organised service of Public 
Works. Moreover it has been created by specially trai
ned Greek and Foreign Engineers. By a gigantic effort 
of the Hellenic administration the communication espe
cially in the area of Andrionople, of Kirk-Klisse, and 
others has been reestablished. In these departments alone 
the Hellenic administration has spent more than 1,000,000 
drachmae.

Another sum of more than 500.000 Drachmae has 
been used for the reconstruction of Public Buildings that 
has been destroyed by the Bulgarians. These buildings 
serve today as a shelter for the Public Authorities, as 
Hospitals, or as Institutions, etc. Again at the expense 
of the Hellenic Administration the work of reparation of 
the Ports of Radestos, Gallipoli, and Ale.xandroupolis 
(Dedeagatch) has been proceeded with.

1 have seen in a Competent Department of the Hel
lenic Administration plans for the construction of roads 
and other ways of a total budget of eight and a half 
million Draclimae.

With the hefp of the Hellenic Administration there 
has been formed a special Committee which has already 
finished its scheme for a port at Dedeagatch, which will 
be constructed in such a manner as the Hellenic Gover-
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nnient will consider necessary. The scheme for the cana
lisation of water at Comotene (Gumuldjina) has been fi
nished, and that of the work of the canalisation of the 
water for the towns of Xanthi and Dedeagatch are on 
the point of being completed.

Under the Hellenic Administration Thrace has had 
for the first time Special Commissions and cash in all 
the prefectures of the ports, cash destined to relieve 
their immediate needs.

Always with the help of the Hellenic Administration 
were achieved the topographic work of the plan of the 
town of Andrianople, and that of the town of Madittos. 
The plan of the town is still under construction.

The electric lighting of the town of Andrianople is 
being finished. The plans of the electric lighting of the 
towns of Saranta-Ekklissies (Kirk-Klisse) and of Alexan- 
droupolis (Dedeagatch) are nearly finished.

There are besides, schemes for the execution of large 
Municipal work, but, unhappily these are made difficult 
by the lack of capital, or even more by the Capitalists 
not being disposed to give their support to the execution 
of the projects of the Public Administration, which ought 
to with advantage lead to the comfort of the country.

Agriculture and colonisation.

Under the Hellenic Administration all the Christian 
and Musselmen populations that had been driven away 
by the Bulgarians returned.

So as to assure their return the Hellenic Administa- 
tion appropriated all the means of transport of which it 
had control. It even paid in advance all the expenses of 
those who became reinstaled in their houses.

Here are, according to official statistics, the number 
of the returned populations since the occupation of 
Thrace by the Greek army.

a) Christian families 31,106 members 129,819
b) Mussulmen > 7,665 » 29,500
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Besides, since the entrance of the Hellenic army, 
Thrace has commenced to afford hospitality to the 
Greek refugees, victims of the parsecutions in other 
countries. It is thus that 4,632 families (15,393 souls) 
from the Pont and Bulgaria were established in Thrace.

It is to be noted that the families originally from 
Thrace who became reinstated in their homes, returned 
completely ruined, without necessary material, imple
ments of husbandry, no beasts of labour, or seeds, 
without provisions, and to crown even this, were without 
lodgings, as their houses had been destroyed.

The Hellenic Administration of Thrace found it ne
cessary to provide for the needs of these families. Even 
before the occupation of Thrace by the Greek army the 
Hellenic Government, by the intervention of the Com
mission of the Patriarch Oecunienique, have appropriated 
a sum of 9,463,521 drachmae for the needs of the inhabi
tants of Thrace, and another amount of four millions of 
drachmae by means of the Hellenic Red Cross for help 
of all descriptions.

After the occupation of the Hellenic Administration, 
with the intervention of the Hellenic Red Cross, food 
and material have been distributed to the inhabitants of 
occidental Thrace amounting to the value of 6,178,963 
drachmae. Since the application of Law N° 2515, there 
has been raised another 5,000,000 drachmae, plus another 
amount of 3,400,000 drachmae spent for the Orphans 
and Dispensaries, as well as for medicinal expenses, eto, 
of the refugees.

The Hellenic Administration has besides had to pro
vide for all the other needs of those same refugees.

Housing.

At the same time as giving assistance to the repatri
ated refugees, the Hellenic Administration had to thing 
them. Up to the month of March 1921, the Hellenic 
Administration had had constructed 353 new houses, and



repaired as good as new 1613 other houses that had been 
partly destroyed.

This work has cost 635,000 Drachmae. Quite recently 
the Hellennic Administration has spent the sum of
4,237,000 drachmae in constructing 1934 absolutely new, 
and repairing as good as new 2,786 houses that had been 
partly destroyed. To these figures must be added 10,705 
other houses with the Iielp of the Patriarchate Commis
sion, but always at tlie expense of the Hellenic Admi
nistration.

There have been, therefore, in all 7,691 houses either 
constructed or reconstructed. The total amount spent on 
theis work is 6,081,376 drachmae. Besides the Hellenic 
Administration has constructed 500 silk-worm nurseries, 
and has distributed a large quantity of wood for the con
struction of such nurseries in Occidental Thrace.

Agriculture.

At the moment of the entrance of the Greek troops 
Thrace had the aspect of an abandoned desert. The cul
tivation of the earth had been neglected, as the agri
cultural population had been driven away, whilst those 
who had remained did not dare to go to their fields for 
fear of the bands of Turco-Albanians. With the reesta
blishment of order and security, and thanks to the repa
triation of the refugees, the fertile fields of Thrace have 
again found their cultivators. But to cultivate the earth 
it was necessary to have beasts of burden and seed. The 
Hellenic Service of Agriculture undertook this task. At 
its expense the cultivators were provided with seed for 
the cultures of winder {wheat, barley, rye oats), and for 
those of the spring (iiiaike, haricot, lentils and chick 
peas). The quantity of seeds furnished free of charge to 
the doriculturers by the Hellenic Administration during 
the season of 1919/20 was 3,237,000 kilogrammes. In 
1920/21 this quantity was increased to 6,011,200 kilo
grammes. Therefore from 1919 to 1921 the Hellenic
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Administration, furnished to the peasants of Thrace seed 
to the vaiue of 9,660,157 drachmae.

Simuitaneousiy the Hellenic Administration has had 
to supply beasts of burden, of which there was a great 
scarcity, as, when leaving, the Bulgarians had taken 
away the greater part of the cattle from Thrace. It is 
thus that the Hellenic Administration has added to its 
expenses by its own services 5,236 head of cattle, and 
by the help of the Conmiission of the Patriarchate 4,806 
head of cattle.

Besides the beasts of labour, it has bought for the 
use of the Thracian peasants, by the help of the Patriar
chate Commission, 451 donkeys, and 3,418 sheep and 
goats.

As there were no more aratory instruments the Hel
lenic Administration furnished.

Ploughs..................................... 4.655
W a g g o n s ............................. 290
H a rro w s .............................  i i i
S p a d e s ................................. 241
Sulphur................................... 91,990 kilogram.
Sulphat of copper . . . .  26,674 »

in all representing a value of 801,435 drachmae.

And more, the Hellenic Administration furnishe.d 25 
Motor mechanical ploughs for the cultivators of the fields 
for the use of the cultivators of any race. And as there 
was a lack of chaulfeurs they created a school for the 
purpose of teaching workmen to drive the ploughs, first 
at Comotene (Gumuldjina), then another at Andrianople. 
They taught 78 chauffeurs. These schools necessitated 
an expense of 101,918,78 drachmae.

Another sum of 453,177 drachmae has been expen
ded for :

a) labour........................  i5 ,35i strenimes.
b) harrow s....................  1.138 *
c) s eed ............................. 237 »
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Silk husbandry. Wine grower. Tree culture.

When the Hellenic Administration undertook its work 
it found itself in the presence of vinyards, and of orchads 
of dead and destroyed fruit trees. T o  assure their recon
struction it immediately proceeded to make a station for 
tree culture at Andrianople. By the establishing of this 
station there has been during the last agricultural year 
imported from Athens and distributed free of charge
44.000 roots of fruit trees. Today there exists ready for 
distribution nearly 2,000,000 roots of mulberry trees, and
500.000 roots other fruit trees which will be given out 
next year free of charge. There are besides two nurse
ries of American vines, one at Andrianople, and the 
other at Saranta-Ekklissies. These nurseries distributed 
free of charge last year 40,000 roots of vines. There are 
ready 15,000 other vines which will be distributed next year.

And as it has been calculated that these two Ameri
can Vine nurseries will not be sufficient for the rapid 
reconstruction of vineyards in Thrace, an other nursery 
has been formed at SiUvria. The work of this has already 
commenced.

The rapid reparation of 500 silk worm nurseries of 
Occidental Thrace, the furnishing of a large quantity of 
wood for the construction of the beds of the silk worm 
nurseries, the distribution free of charge of food for the 
silk worms, the application of a strict control of its qua
lity' as was as the rearing of the worms by two silk 
husbandries has had the effect of doubling the production 
of cocoons.

Thus of 310,000 kilogrammes in 1920, the production 
of cocoons in 1921 was 515,000 kilogrammes, with pro- 
vision for an equal increase this year.

The agricultural associations.

The solicitude of the Hellenic Administration for the 
encouragement of the agricultural population of Thrace 
does not stop here. Recognizing that without a syste-
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inatic organisation of the agriculturers all efforts towards 
the future development of agriculture and the augmenting 
of national production would have been useless, the Hel
lenic Administration succeeded in creating Agricultural 
Associations, of which the number in the whole of Thrace 
to the end of 1921 could be calculated at aio. It can 
here be pointed out that Agricultural Associations were, 
before the Hellenic Administration, an institution quite 
unknown in Thrace. Today even the Mussulmen peasants 
participate in these Associations.

Table of Ag ricu llu ra le  Associations

Nutnbtr Numbar CapiUlb Reserve
ul bl

Dr. T/
Andrianople 39 1792 169.270 .—
40 ilkkliss. 38 2121 278.060 . - -
Kairtestos 65 2668 320..550.—
Rhodope 7 192 31 .31X).— •384.—
Evros (Mar) 4 i 18(19 192.91)0 .—
Gallipoli IT 337 46 .100.— 674 .—

210 8919 1 .035.740. — 17 ,838 . -

The Hellenic Administration has accorded besides mate- 
ri'il assistance to these associations under the form of 
loans, to the total amount of 4,868,500 drachmae

The creation of Agricultural Associations is still 
going on.

These which were founded last year are constantly 
appealing to the National Bank of Greece for credit.

It is estimated that the losses of these Association 
will have attained in the course of 1922 a sum of 
15,000,000 Drachmae.

These considerable sums expended by the enterprise 
of the Associations to the agricultural populations of



Tlirace, without distinction, help to the raising again of 
the cultivators of Thrace who have suffered so much.

Speaking about culture of the earth one can say that, 
thanks to the measures of the Hellenic Administration, 
this will exceed that of the best years before the war.

Concerning the rearing of Live Stock, the consolida
tion of the public security and the support to the rearers, 
either under the form of loans agreed to by the Agricul
tural Associations or indirectly by assistance to the 
dealers in produce, helped to augment without interrup
tion the number of heads, especially of the young lambs 
and goats.

The produce from the rearing of Live Stock (butter, 
cheese) followed an analogous progression. Under the 
Hellenic Administration it is developing into a flourishing 
industry.

Post, Telegrams and Telephones.

There is today in Thrace, completely repaired, a tele
graphic net work of 1692 kilometres. The Hellenic Admi
nistration has had replaced 1092 rotted poles, has replaced 
3484 insulators and 603 supports, and replaced 28 kilo
metres of rusted wire, and in addition to this, 3651 poles, 
3629 insulators, and as many supports, plus 452 kilo
metres of iron wire which have been used for the rep.ai- 
ring of the present telegraphic lines, and for the erection 
of new lines.

The number of telephone offices opened for public 
use is 28.

The telegraphic net work of the interior and of all 
the towns of Thrace has been completely repaired. An 
electric work shop has been formed for the repairing of 
telephonic and telegraphic apparatus.

There has been established a personnel of 98 rural post
men, 115 postmen for postal work and telegrams, 66 tele
phone operators, 29 workmen in the workshop, and 36 
mail sorters.



This is the first basis for the reestablishing of the 
Postal, Telephone and Telegraphic services.

Further details.

a) The service of Postal communications has been exten
ded in all directions, connecting up the smallest detached 
settlements. The Hellenic Administration has established 
communications for a distance of ii6 o  kilometres, not 
counting those officiated by the Railway. One can appre
ciate the importance of the following table.

Table of postal netw ork of Thrace
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Postal Lines
W e e k l y s e r v i c e

under the Turkish 
Regime Today

Anaktorion-Kouperion Every day Every day
Tyroloe(Tchorl.)Silivria three times six times
Tyroloe-Iraklia twice 9
40 Ekklissies every day every dav
Vryssi'Vizye every day »
Andrinop-Droughylion 
Andrinople-Niki 
Kechani-Kallipolis 
Kech.- Ouzoun-Keupru

three times

six times

Gallipolis-Kynos Sima four times
Evressa-Peristassis six times
Peristassis-Mvriofvton • three times
Harioupolis-.^lopi every day every dav
Raidestos-Malgara three times six times
Kechani-Malgara
Kechani-Kypsela
Kechani-Enos twice five times
Sidirohorion-Vizye three times six times
Skopos-Potamia
Raidestos-Veli everyday

everyday

Midia-Anaktorion three times three times

It is to be noted that the frequence of the postal service 
marked on the above table under the Turkish regime had 
during the later years completely stopped, owing to the



bands of Tanks, BulsJariaHS and the orijauisatiou of the 
Coiiiitadjis, ivhich infexted the country.

b) The service of the rural post, non existing under 
the Turkish and Bulgarian regime, has been established 
on the arrival of the Greek Authorities. It has greatly 
served the interests of the people in the country.^ It is 
sufficient to say that today rural postmen cross Thrace 
in all directions, travelling over 2,307 kilometres, which 
gives a good idea of the perfect postal service in Thrace.

c) The service of Post Office Money orders likewise 
inaugurated since the arrival of the Hellenic Authorities 
today covers the whole of Thrace.

d) The services of the Parcels Post, and the Post 
Office Savings Bank, also inaugurated since the arrival 
of the civil Hellenic Authorities, has spread throughout 
Thrace.

e) The telephone service laid in the interior of the 
town of Andrianople is so much improved, that not only 
the civil and military authorities make use of it, but also 
the private individuals profit by it.

That which impresses anyone favourably who visits 
Thrace is that, in spite of the enormous sums expended 
by the Hellenic Administration for the organisation of 
this service, the telegraphic charges Thrace-Constanti- 
nople are less than those under the Turkish regime. Even 
so, the charges Thrace—OldGreece are today moderate, 
although all the States have increased their charges.

Social Assistance and forethought.

The work of assisting the populations of Thrace com
menced long before the entrance of the Hellenic Civil 
Authorities. From the first day of the occupation of Occi
dental Thrace by the Inter-Allied troops, that is to say 
from the 15th of November 1919, a representative of the 
Hellenic Government was established near General Cliarpy. 
This representative proceeded to institute a commission



composed of persons of the country and of officials, who 
saw tliat the proper measures were taken to relieve the 
situation of the populations who had suffered from the 
effects of the war and bad administration. And especially, 
it distributed pecuniary help and clothes and medicines, 
etc. This commission visited the whole of Greek Thrace 
and after close investigation proved that the losses cau
sed by the devastations were incalculable. It also reco
gnised that the private property, rural and urban, of the 
populations of Thrace had been completely destroyed. 
The number of houses that were entirely destroyed was 
3473, those that were damaged to such an extent ss to 
be uninhabitable numbered 409. All the others had been 
occupied by force by the Bulgarians brought for this pur
pose from old Bulgaria. And more, the Urban proper
ties, movable and immovable, of the factories, shops, and 
workshops, etc. had been plundered.

A  Committee of Assistance has been founded at Co- 
motene (Gumuldjina) with a view to facilitating the re
patriation of the refugees. Independent services of Assi' 
stance, coining from the same Commission, were created 
in the towns of Xanthe, Alexandroupolis (Dedeagatch), 
Soufli, Didymoteiclion and Orestias (Kara-Aghatch).

The repatriation commenced on the 1st of December 
1919, and finished on the 31st of the same month.

The number of refugees repatriated at the expense of 
the Government was 37,145, without counting those who, 
at their own expense, reinstaled their homes.

The Hellenic Government has, so as to assist and 
instal the native inhabitants of Thrace and the repa
triated, allowed a credit of 4,000,000 drachmae. Besides 
the Minister of Social Reform of Athens, through the 
intermediary of the National Bank of Greece, has sent 
different objects of a value of 6,179,965 drachmae which 
were all distributed gratuitously to the needy.

With a view to perfecting the work of the ruined 
populations the Hellenic Government of Assistance has 
concluded, in agreement with the National Bank of Greece,



which under the garantee of the Hellenic State has assu
med the obligation of consenting to loans up to a con
currence of 7,000,000 drachmae. This sum was distribu
ted to the different Sub-Prefectures pro rata to their 
population and to their respective needs.

After the occupation of Oriental Thrace by the Greek 
army, the Hellenic Service of Assistance was extend to 
this part of the country also. It surveyed the repatria
tion at the expense of the Hellenic Government of 83,874 
refugees of those which had been deported by the Turks. 
All these repatriated were installed provisionally free of 
charge in the houses taken in the locality, wheie they 
remained till their own houses were reconstructed.

A first sum of One and a Half million drachmae was 
effected for the reinstallatioii of these repatriated popu
lations. Later a credit of 30,000,000 drachmae was al
lowed for the same purpose.

A part of this sum lias been immediately used for 
the upkeep of institutions for Orplians where they were 
brought up, lodged and fed, these children of the Thra
cians, victims of the Bulgarian ferocity.

300,000 inhabitants of Thrace speak with the most 
profound gratitude of the splendid work of the «Helle- 
nic Assistance*, which has just been here shortly spoken of.

National Economy.

There has actually been built up from nothing, and 
which work without hinderance, commerrcial services of 
statistics, of revitualling, of exploiting the Customs and 
other sources. Complete Chambers of Commerce carry on 
at Andrianople, at Raidestos, at Alexandroupolis, and at 
Comotene. The Hellenic law in connection with Socie
ties and Assurance Companies has been extended as far 
as Thrace. By reason of the situation which existed in 
Thrace before the entrance of the Greek troops, and in 
view of the lack of safety which made it impossible for 
the foreigners to live there, the Hot water springs and



the baths were in an abominable forsaken condition. For 
the same reason also the local fairs were a thing of the 
past. Today special rules controlling these fairs have 
been put into force. Concerning the exploiting of the 
Hot water springs of Thrace, the Hellenic Government 
has done its best. Unhappily the state of these baths is 
such that it is difficult to find tenants or anyone willing 
to undertake the exploitation. There are three springs 
noted for their healing effects. These waters are mostly 
chloride, and are e.xtreiiiely salutary for people who suf
fer from arthritis.

Since its installation the Hellenic Government has 
considered the creating of Prefectures of Ports. They 
have been appointed in all the large Maritime localities.

Regarding the Mines, the Hellenic Administration, 
since its entrance into power, has applied itself to disco
ver the number of these which were being exploited, 
as well as the exploiters, old and new, especially those 
of lignite. The conlrol commenced and operated under 
all different forms. A law regarding the exploitation of 
Mines in Thrace is in course of preparation, Meanwhile 
the Hellenic Administration has taken the following 
dispositions regarding tlie Mines ;

a) All new concessions and all permission for its re- 
search has been prohibited.

b) The exploitation has been permitted if it was re
commenced iminediatel/ after the Greek occupation, or, 
if it was then in progress. Nevertheless she exploiters 
of this category are asked to produce their letters of 
Rights so that they can be controlled.

c) The old exploiters having rights have received 
authority to continue the exploitation after the control 
of their rights, and after a written declaration saying 
they accept a clause according to which the Hellenic 
State assumes no responsibility in a case where a new 
law might be enforced and consider their rights as lap.sed 
or lost by prescription.
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It is to be noted that all Thrace Occidental has not 

any proininent mines.
Coal is found in the distri:ts of Makra ■ Gliefyra 

(Ouzoun - Keupru), Kechani, Malgara, Kypsele, Derve- 
naki, etc, where there are large layers of lignite of a 
thickness of o.6o up to 1.40, including also pit coal.

Regarding petrol, everything points to the fact that 
this e.^iste in the districts of Ferre, Peristassis and 
others, where the geologic and stratographic formation 
of the earth indicate the existence of beds of petroleum.

North of the district of Dedeagatch there is silverfied 
lead. In the surroundings of Soiifli there is some very 
hard granite, which contains mineral copper. Lastly in 
the districts of Xanthi and Lainsacos there are iron and 
silvered lead.

Concerning the pisciculture in Occidental Thrace 
{towards the river Evros or Maritza, of Coiiiotene, of 
Xanthi, and of the lake Bouron), it yields a total of 
about 604,000 okes of fish per annum, the annual reve
nue amounting at the present time to about 346,437 
drachmae.

Measures in favour of other Cults (Minorities).

Following its work of civilisation, the Hellenic Admi
nistration of Thrace recently founded a 'Committee of 
Foreign Cults*. It is through this Committee that the 
affairs of the Mussulmen communities, the superinten
dance of same, and their administration and all others 
that concern the «Mouftis of the tribunals of the Beloved* 
so long as it was not a question of affairs of a purely 
religious order, were upheld. So were the affairs of the 
Armenian and Jewish religious Chiefs. It was also this 
Committee which looked after and protected the Mussul
men, the Armenians, and the Israelites in the exercise 
of their free cult, and in the usage of their language, as 
well as heir rights to found, and maintain, and admi
nister places of worship, or hospitals, or institutions of



public use. The founding' of this service has marked a 
stage in the evolution of Thrace that the Turkish Press 
of Andrianople has spoken with great enthusiasm of its 
importance.

Thus the paper «Teeniin> writes:
tTlit civilising activity in liberated terrilories has furnished a 

further proof of altruism and independance. Considering that 
the study and tlie enterprise of all affairs concerning the Mussul
man, Armenian, and the Israelite population could belter answer 
to the interests of these services if they were confided to an inde
pendent section, and in tbeir desire to manifest to advantage 
their constant solicitude for these communities, the Hellenic 
Administration formed a new Committee which is called «The 
Committee of Foreign Cults*. To assure the efficient working of 
this Committee the Administration has not shrunk from under
going any sacrifice. Henceforth the population belonging to other 
Cults for all affairs concerning the <Mouftis» and other religious 
denominations, their religious chiefs, their religions institutions, 
their hospitals, their buildings tor public use, the tVakoufs-, the 
orphanages, schools, etc, apply to this Committee which, in a 
spirit of perfect impartiality and of justice, gives the paternal 
solicitude of the State on all subjects wilhout distinction of race, 
religion, of language, and without desiring to mix itself up, no 
matter how little, in questions of a purely religious order. To 
facilitate those who .speak other than the Greek language this 
CommiUee has a Dragoman as an intermediary through whom 
everyone can communicate with the Committee.

vSucIi acts of liberality are really a credit to the Greek State 
as they show its mission of civilisation, and draw the admiration 
and the thanks of all our corellgionaires to the Greek regime 
and to the Hellenic Government.*
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Here is, in a few rapidly traced lines, the picture of 
• Thrace today* under the Hellenic Administration.



The work of civIlisatSon and humanity which is 
now being accomplished by the Greek admini
stration In Thrace.
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After reading the two preceding descriptions of Thrace, 
first, the description of Thrace at the moment of the 
entry of the Hellenic troops, and secondly, the description 
of Thrace today, that is to say, the description of the 
actual situation of the counrty, today after being only 
two years under the Hellenic administration, we feel 
sure that no one will be surprised to learn that the 
Thracians, even at the idea of returning under the Turco- 
Bulgarian yoke, have made the following decisions; They 
have decided to leave their native country, and signed 
a protest against this meditated crime to scatter to the 
four winds the cinders of the victims of the Turco-Bul- 
garian tyranny.

.Such are the thoughts of the population of Thrace 
at the idea of the return of the domination of the Turks 
or Bulgarians.

Regarding the first, all discussion is superfluous. The 
civilised world has already given its verdict. It was one 
of the aims of the wan

• The delivery of the populations under the sani/uinary 
Ixirkisli tyranny: the rejection from Europe of the Otto
man Empire decidedly a stranyer to the civilisation of 
the Occident*.

(Note addresser by the Allied Governments to the Government 
of the United States).

As regards the Bulgarian ferocity we have only to 
quote some of the remarks of the Foreign Correspondents 
who knew them during the war.
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M ' Rene Puaax
special Correspondent 

of the «Temps»

ivritten in his Journal of the i 5 tli of July 1 9 1 3 .

‘ Everywliere where the Bulgarian army has passed it 
has massacred the population. According to a report that 
I have in front of me the victims in Macedonia and Thrace 
of the Bulgarian atrocities are 220,000 to 250,000. Accor
ding to the testimony of a Bulgarian Officer, whose name 
I cannot give, the order given to the Bulgarian army to 
kill the women and children was to be carried out without 
exception, as no claimants to the property taken by the 
Bulgarians were to be left alive.



Luigi Magrini,
Correspoadent of the «Secolo»

in a despatch of the 2 9 th of July, 1 9 1 3 :
went to Dedeagatch with Colonel Lepidi. I questio

ned the Metropolitain, as well as other religious autho
rities of the Mussulmans, and the French Vice-Consul, 
M. Tachela. All they told me concerning the atrocities 
committed by the Bulgarian officers and soldiers impres
sed me very painfuily. The French Consul told us that 
when the Bulgarians occupied Dedeagatch, the Bulga
rian Comitadjis massacred 500 Mussulmans and women 
in the streets. The Consuls had to intervene, and form 
a commission for the burial of their bodies, and thus 
prevent the danger of an epidemic. During the earlier 
part of the period of occupation the Mussulmans were 
submitted to all sorts of excesses from the Bulgarian 
troops.

During the second period it was the turn of the Greek 
population. For 15 days terror reigned in Dedeagatch*.



Hadji Adil Bey
Mayor of Andriaaople,

written in a telegram to the Grand Viuer da'ed the 
2 7 th of July,

<A11 along; the railway line I saw more than loo 
Mussulman villages, of which not a single stone remained. 
The ( the Bulgarians) massacred and tortured the popu
lations of these villages. Even the Greek villages (i) did 
not escape from the Bulgarian atrocities. Yesterday flou
rishing villages such as Tyrnovo, Yenikeuy, Zalofi, and 
Eskikeuy have been destroyed. From Tchataldje to Andri- 
aiiople one sees a heap of ruins. Violating and pilfering 
appear quite natural and ordinary things to the Bulga
rians. And one can say without exaggeration that not 
one girl remained unharmed.

The Bulgarian atrocities have not their equal in the 
history of the universe. After having massacred the men 
the Bulgarians took the women and girls into houses 
transformed into ‘ houses of prostitutions where the sol
diers satisfied their beastiai instincts >.

(i) The Bnlgariaa.s were then the Allie.s of Gre



Paul Eric,
special Representative 

of the •Journal' of Paris,

written in the aboi^e Journal:

«The Bulgarian regiment of a strengtli of 4,000 men, 
which occupied Adrianople, having heard that the Turks 
were advancing, during the night of Saturday to Sunday 
abandoned the town with all haste, leaving behind them 
the greater part of their artillery and food.

Learning, meanwhile, that Europe would not permit 
the Turkish army to advance, the Bulgarians returned 
of on Monday morning, to evacuate the town again 
some hours later when linver Pasha informed them that 
he was surrounding the town, ana would not depart. 
During these few hours the Bulgarians committed unheard 
of crimes. They had, without any reason or cause at all, 
arrested 40 Greeks whose hands they tied together, and 
threw them into the Tountja. This morning I saw 30 
bodies recovered from the river>.



M'' Ferriman Lapcrte
Correspondent 

of <New-York Herald*

ivritU’ii re'jardiiuj the Bulfiarians, on ei'ideuce as told 
to them bji the poptdation of Soufli:

‘ Soufli is a small village near Evros. It is populated 
entirely by Greeks. The refugees of this town have given 
us the following account of their sufferings and those of 
their companions:

W e numbered one hundred. On the 5th of April we 
were drawn up with our waggons and conducted to 
Decleagatch. After having worked at transporting the 
flour, food stuffs, and other things, we were sent to 
Gumuldjina, Xanthi, Drama, Serres, and Denur-IIissar. 
All the Bulgarians gave us to eat was a ration of bread. 
As .soon as the fighting started even the bread was stop
ped. We lived by eating the ears of corn we found in the 
fields. Soon after the approach of the Greeks at Derair- 
Hissar and Petritzi, we transported food stuff to «Kula» 
a tchiflik, near Melenikon. There we were robbed of all 
we had by the Bulgarians, and left to the mercy of God.

George Poulion, one of the refugees, with his own 
eyes saw a Bulgarian kill George Kovandjiotis because 
he could not speak the Bulgarian language. Stavro Anas- 
tasiou swears to have seen one of his companions led 
away to be massacred. George Anastasion has on his head 
the scars of a cut from a sabre that he received at the 
hands of a Bulgarian Major. The same witness affirms 
to have seen at Uemir-His.sar the mother of the Metro
politan breathe her last in the middle of the ruins of the 
destroyed palace of the Metropole.



Ashmel Bartlett
Correspond, of the < Daily Telegraph>

written in connection with the ]hd<javienix:

«I had the opportunity o£ visiting Andrianople and its 
surroundings with 12 other Correpondents who repre
sented the most important European papers and agen
cies. I will now speak of the horrible conduct of the 
Bulgarians during the first four days of their occupation 
towards the 15,000 prisoners, and 5,000 civilian Turks, 
who like animals, had been placed on the small island 
of Serai, where, after being obliged tc eat the soles of 
their shoes and the bark of trees, they died of hunger 
and cold. The best Turkish houses had all their doors 
and windows broken. The greater part of the furniture 
was also broken up. Not one valuable carpet was left in 
the Turkish mosques, including the famous mosque of 
the Sultan Selim. The library of this mosque, of its 
kind unique, had also been stripped of its contents. Acts 
of brigandage and pillage were committed not only in the 
Turkish houses, but also in those of the Greeks and Jews. 
Entire waggon loads of this plunder were sent to Sofia.

Here are some concrete examples;
The Bulgarians, their arms in their hands, took from 

the houses of M. M. Ale.xander and Jean Thalassinos 
the best pieces of furniture, jewellery and objects of art- 
The>- took off a necklace and rings from the sister (a 
Greek) of these men.

Colonel Zlatanoff, commanding the Police, imprisoned 
the brothers Athanase and Chistodoulos Stavridis, whom 
he only set free on payment of a ransom of 400 Tur
kish Pounds.

A  rich American Jew by name, Rodrique, had left 
for Constantinople, and have given the use of his house 
to three Bulgarian officers. On his return he found it 
empty. Everything had disappeared, even the piano. 
They had been sent to Sofia.



The houses of Mr Moise and Mr Behmoira and Mr 
Benaroya, rich Jewish Bankers, were also plundered.

The Director of Police, Chopoff, himself, sent to Sofia 
three bales of stolen carpets.

This morning bodies of Turkish prisoners liave been 
recovered from the Public wells.

One of the most awful crimes was that committed 
on the first day of the Bulgarian occupation in the Grand 
Street by a Bulgarian soldier to a Turkish Officer. This 
officer, an elderly man, had been taken prisoner; he was 
so worn out with suffering and by the seige that he 
had no strength left to walk. The Bulgarian soldier 
forced him along with the butt-end of his rifle. A Jew 
by the name of Mehmoira begged the soldier to have 
pity on this old officer, and to leave liirne alone. Exa
sperated by this interference the Bulgarian soldier killed 
the Officer and the Jew.

To terminate, said the English Correspondent, further 
along, 1 will quote one more case of unheard of cruelty.

Sunday the 7th of July at the first news of the 
approach of the Turks, the Bulgarians set fire to the 
Goods Depot at the station of Laraghatch. Some famished 
Greeks managed to save themselves a few sacks of flour. 
The next day, Monday, the Bulgarians returned for a 
day, arrested 45 of these unfortunate people, and after 
having tied them in groups of four they threw them into 
the Maritza. Those that managed to save themselves were 
shot. The bodies were recovered from the stream some 
days later. 1 will send their protographs. What the wo
men of .Andrianople have had to endure is beyond all 
imagination. The young Greek and Turkish girls have 
been violated, but the greatest cruelty was manifested 
against the Turkish women.

(T he Correspondent tells in detail of the atrocities and 
shame to which the women of Andrianople of all ages 
were exposed. But the «DaiIy Telegraph'^ has not printed 
this passage of the letter of its Correspondent).
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Official declarations

« The atrocities and bad deeds 
of the Bulgarians were accen
tuated and multiplied daily 
againslcur fellew-ceunlrymeni>.

iSigoea. The mussulmans deputies ef 
Thrace In Ihe Bulgarian Assembly).
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In both official and unofficial declarations the Bulga
rians proclaim ‘ urbi et orbi», that upon the entrance of 
the Greek troops into Thrace 200,000 of their compa
triots were forced to leave Thrace, and are now living 
in Bulgaria as refugees.

At the commencement of this book this false declara
tion has been refuted by the officially printed Bulgarian 
statistics which show that the refugees from Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Dobroudja did not total more than 
152,312 in all. Once having contradicted this false decla
ration we think it unnecessary to further pursue the 
subject.

Neverthelless, so as to leave no possibility of doubt 
regarding these false Bulgarian declarations we think it 
would be interesting to quote hereafter, first a Protocol 
of the Treaty of the I'urco-Bulgarian Peace signed at 
Constantinople, and second the Special Convention re
garding the emigration concluded between Turkey and 
Bulgaria and which was brought to light by Mr Roover, 
Delegate of the Society of Nations, and President of the 
mixed Commission of Voluntary Emigration between 
Greece and Bulgaria.

What do these declarations prove?
That long before the Hellenic regime there had been 

an exchange of populations between Bulgaria and Turkey, 
and it is after this understanding that the Bulgarians 
have left Thrace. Where are then the Bulgarians that the 
Hellenic regime would have driven out of Thrace, since 
they found none there ?





TREATY OF PEACE 
BETW EEN BULGARIA AND TURKEY

SIGNED »T CONSTSNTINOPLE THE 2!

/I. The ContvaclUi'j Parties have agreed to add
the {ollowinij remarl:, to the description of the frontier 
inserted in the first article o f the Jreaty.

J. Ihe frontier is described according to the map of the 
Austrian Staff, at a scale o f Ji'-JOO,OOll c, and the outline- 
is marked on an annexed sketch, copied on this map.

The indications regarding the lower part, and the 
source of the Maritza are registered according to the topo
graphic map at a scale of J/oO.UUO c, and the;/are shown 
on a detailed and complete map of this part displaying the 
definite frontier of Mandra at the mouth of the river.

if. A  mixed Commission composed of Ottoman and 
Bulgarian officers will trace the map of the new frontier 
line on a space of two kilometres at each side of this 
line, at a scale of il'2 , ') ,0 0 0  c, and the definite frontier 
will be marked on this map. These Commissions will be 
divided into three sections, and will commence their work 
simultaneously of the following parts.

The Const of the Black Sea. The territory situated 
between the Maritza and the Arda, and that covered by 
the area between ihe Arda and Mandra.

After this operation the frontier line- will be marked 
on the ground, and pyramids will be erected by the help 
of the said Conunissions. The Protocols of the definite 
frontier will be drawn up by the Commissions.

‘L At the time of tracing the frontier line ihe Com
missions will outline the plan of properties, private and 
public, that remain on either side of the line.

The two Government will examine the measures to



take io prevent any conflicts that miyht eventuate from  
(he exploitation of such properties.

It is undei-stood that until an underslandiny is come 
to regarding this subject the proprietors ivill continue to 
enjoy their rights freely as in the past.

4 . The fonner protocols raised by the two parties on 
that which concerns the parts of the ancient Jurco-Bal- 
garian frontier remain in force as they are.

I f  the frontier limits or KKoulesn found in these parts 
are destroyed or damaged, they will have to be restored.

5 . For the rivers and streams, with the exception of 
the Toundja and the Mnritza, the frontier line will follo^v 
the course of the lhalwey. For the thi'ee above mentioned

■ rivers the frontier lino is clearly indicated 1/2 the protocol.
B. The delimitation concerning the Islands situated in 

the bed of the river Maritza will be decided by a special 
Commission.

It has also been agreed that the two Governments 
tindertake to settle, when the time arrives, the canalisa
tion of the Maritza.

C. The two Governments are in accord to facilitate
mutual excha}tge of the Bulgarian and popu
lation on both sides, as well as their population in a 
zone of 1 5  kilometres fit the most along the whole of the 
common frontier.

Complete villages will be exchanged at a Lime.
The exchange of rural and urban properties will take 

place under the auspices of the two Governments, with, 
the aid of the older inhabitants o f the villages.

Mixed Commissions will be named by the two Go
vernments, and will proceed to c.cchange, vud indemnify 
if there are any diferences resulting from the exchanges 
between villages or individuals.

Executed in duplicate at Constantinople the 29t*> of Sept. 1913.

For Turkey 
Talaal 
Mahmeud 
Halil

For Bulgaria 
Sarelt
6. D. Nalcberllch 
A. Tecbeff



CONVENTION BETWEEN TURKEY AND BULGARIA 
CONCERNING THE EXCHANGE OF THE POPULATION

Gentlemen: Haidar Bey, Governor of Kiric -  Kilissc, 
Chuhri Bey, Civil Inspector o f the town o f Andrianople, 
Befilc Bey, Procurer of the Court of Appeal of Kirk -  
Kilisse, Befet Bey, Commander o f the Police at Andriano
ple, Bemzi Bey, Procuror of the Iribunal of Diniotiica, 
Mehmet Bey, Staff Colonel, Deleyates of Hie Imperial 
Majesty's Ottoman Government, on the one part, and 
Messrs M. I. Djidheff. Secretary of the Leyation, I). Sta- 
matoff. Solicitor, A. Naoumoulf, Professor, Doctor Iheo- 
doroff. Solicitor, Dr P. Stoijano/f, Solicitor, D. Marinoff, 
Betired Colonel, H. Gouyoutchkoff, Merchant, V'. Manou- 
cheff, larm er, D. Svinaroff, Betired Colonel, Deleyales 
of Royal Goi’ernment of Bulyaria, on the other part, to 
discuss the question of the emiyrants of Thrace and 
whose full powers are to be found in yood and due 
form, in the followiny articles : ■

To establish the Bulyarian rillayers of the Sandjaks 
of Kirk - Kilisse and of Andrianople in the Mussulman 
villayes abandoned by their inhabitants in that part 
o f Thrace yiven to Bulyaria, seeing that the Bulyarian 
villayes of these Sandjaks arc occupied by Mussulman 
refugees that have come from the said territories.

A r t i c l e  2.

It is agreed that the rights of property will be 
strictly respected on both sides, in consequence, directly 
after the installation of the villagers, (he Commission

10



will proceed to estimate any differences that may hare 
occurred, and to fix  indemnities for same.

Complete villages u'ill be exchanged at a lime.
A list of exchanged villages will be drawn up.

A r t i c l e  3.

The Bulgarian Ottoman subjects o f the villages o f the 
Sandjaks of Bodoslo and Gallipoli can freely return to 
their villages.

Ihe villages o f Jedezli, Yayla, Gune, Teslim, Irgar, 
K a d i-K eu y , Bulgar -  Dondourmassi being occupied by 
Mussulman refugees will be included in the preceding 
article under the present arrangement.
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The Bulgarian inhabitants of the villages of Jhracc 
may freely return to their toivns.

In the Sandjaks of Andrianople and of Kirk-Kilisse 
the following are considered as towns: Andrianople, 
'Kirk -  Kilisse, Vounar - Hissar, Ousoun -  Keupru, Dimo- 
tika. Baba • Eski, and Lule -  Bonrgas.

Seeing that the houses of the Bulgariaii inhabitants 
of Kirk -  Kilisse and of Boulnar -  Ilissar are occupied by 
Mussulman families, the remaining houses of which towns 
are completely destroyed, and realising the absolute impos
sibility of (hiding for these families other accomodation, 
it is agreed that the Bulgarian refugees will return to 
their villages within three months of the acceptance of 
the present agreement by the respective Governments.

This delay is considered necessary for the installation 
of the Mussulman families.

Drawn in duplicate at Andrianople.

per the Imperial CtUman Gevernmenl
(Signed)

per the Bulgarian Government
(Signed)



Annexed to A rtic le  One.

It is agreed Uiat the Imperial OUoman Government will pro
vide transport to those of the Bulgarian refugees who will have 
need of such to return to their villages, which will be assigned 
to them by the Commission in the new territory given to the 
Hulgars and situated, at the most, 20 kilometres from thefrontier.

Made in duplicate at Andrianople the ijth of November 1913-

For the Imperial Ottoman Gt.
(signed)

For the Bulgarian Govern, 
(signed)

Annexed to A rtic le  4.

It is agreed that at the expiry of the three months delay the 
Bulgaiian refugees of [.Kirk-Kilisse and of Boulnar-Hissar can 
enter freely into their homes. The return of these families will 
be made at the rale of 15 per day, and three days warning of 
their departure has to be given to the Adra authorities of Kirk- 
Kilisse.

Andrianople the 15th November, 1913.Made in duplicate

For the Imperial Ottoman G'. 
(signed)

For the Bulgarian Govern.
(signed)



THE TURKISH DEPUTIES OF THRACE 
IN THE BULGARIAN PARLIAMENT

Sofia 3i>c December.

To General O’  Esperey
Sir,

Jhe undersigned Mussulman Turkish Deputies of Occi
dental Ihrace in the Bulgarian Parliament, and tkereore 
entitled to represent this 7'egion, are definitely persuaded 
that it is quite impossible for our compatriots who are 
there to live wider the Bulgarian Government, seeing the 
total lack of tolerance the Bulgarians showed and still 
show towards us, as they do against all their subjects 
who are not of the Bulgarian race, and because o f the 
vexations and frequent abuses they commit unworthy of 
a civilised nation, in the name of all our compatriots 
of Occidental Thrace we hai'e the honour to ask for an 
audiance with Ge>ieral Chretien, Commander of the Allied 
ti'oops now occupying Bulgaria.

We desire to inform him that all the area between 
the Mesta and the Maritza, the sea and in the vicinity 
of the ancient 7 w co -  Bulgarian frontier of 1 9 i 2 , is di
vided into two Prefectures, that of Gumuldjima, (district 
of Gumuldjina, Isketche,Egri-Dere, Dari-Dere, Pichmakli- 
A h i- Jehelebi, Kerdja- Ali, Kochi -  Kavak, Otta~ Keui, 
Sofoulou, Fere, Dede-Agatch), and that of Kara-Agatch- 
Odrin, (district of K ara-A gatch , Moustapha -  Pacha-  
Bvilengrad, and Dimotika], and is inhabited by a large 
number of Mussulman Turks, a minority o f Greeks, and 
n few Bulgarians.

We wish, besides, in the name of the excessive majo-
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rity te bey him to be yood enouyli to protect us in order 
that those of our compatriots o f Occidental Thrace who 
emigrated to lurkey may pass freely to return to their 
homes; and that the vexations and abuses of the Bulga
rians in Thrace against our unhappy compatriots be 
slopped, and that favourable steps be taken for us at the 
Peace Conference, seeing that without guarantee our lives 
would be unbearable under the Bulgarian domination.

Not having yet seen General Chretien, we took the 
liberty o f making a report, the copy of which is attached 
to point out the position o f Occidental Thrace with exact 
statistics to substantiate our case, and we reserve to 
ourselves the right to ask him for his intervention and 
his actual protection for our comi)atriots in Occidental 
Thrace.

Unhappily the vexations and abuses of the Bulgarians 
increase daily against our campatriots. A secret irritation 
is making itself felt in Thrace and it is not impossible 
that one of these days it will break out against the 
oppressors. More than once we have challenged the Bul
garian Ministers in Parliament regarding their bad admi
nistration of Occidental Thrace, but the Government 
would not give any satisfaction. It even wanted to destroy 
the only Turkish mosque in Sofia, thereby showing 
its tolerance.

Sir, at the moment when the world war, fought for 
the immortal p7'inciples o f equality and justice, has fi
nished, at the moment when the Peace Conference is going 
to establish these principles for all time, if tvould not be 
fair to leave us to suffer under the hardest and most 
relentless yoke that can be imagined, the yoke o f the 
Bulgarians.

Awaiting the steps that will he taken by the Peace 
Conference regai'ding this subject, and lohich we hope 
ivill be of such a kind as to liberate us once and for all 
from the Bulgarians by uiiy means ndiatsoevcr during 
the duration of the Armistice, we beseach you instantly,



Sir, to take ivililanj steps, even provisionally, to amelio
rate oar situation which is intolerable.

The occupation of Occidental Jhrace by the- Allied 
troops would put an end to our troubles, and would stop 
any agitation which, as we have just explained, is to be 
feared. It is desirable that the Hellenic troops also take 
pari in this occupation,, seeing that the Greeks who are 
in Thrace have received the same vexations as we have, 
that the Hellenes have always been kindly disposed to
wards us, that it is a nation with whom we can agree, 
and that they could at the same time as prolecling their 
own compatriots, protect us who find ourselves in the 
same conditions against the vexations and abuses of the 
Bulgarians.

We . Sir
your obedient servants 

Mehmed Djemal m p. 
Ismail Hahki 
Salim Neuri 
Terfik
Edhem Reahi 
SavM ChukrI 
Mehmed Hachim 
Kemal H.
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